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Objectives and stepsObjectives of the project
• Archivoscope, archives and creation

• Main objective: to create experimental videos from Québec’s 
institutional archives;

• Grant from The Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec for 
research and creation.

• Specific objectives
• To create 8 short features of 5 minutes each;
• To place archives at the heart of the process;
• To explore new research possibilities in between creation and 

archives;
• To develop techniques of sound and image manipulation.

• Duration
• Around 10 months;
• Started in August 2014, finished in June 2015.
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1. Collecting archives 
• Define the needs;
• Contact institutions;
• Collaborate with archivists;
• Access, select and transfer records.

2. Creation
• Develop a creative approach;
• Assemble documents;
• Explore techniques.

3. Dissemination
• Collaborate with institutions;
• Disseminate in multiple form, through multiple platforms.

Objectives and steps
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TYPES OF RECORDS NUMBER OF DIGITAL RECORDS SPECIFICATION
Iconographic records 208 records 168 pictures (black and white);

12 postcards(black and white);
9 posters(color);
19 various iconographic records (drawings 
or engravings) color or black and white.

Moving images 11 films and videos Total : about 40 minutes.
Sound recordings 73 audio files Total : about 105 minutes.
Textual records 31 various textuals records

(black and white)
Included : Comprend digitized handwritten 
or typed letters, newspaper clippings, 
menus, manuals, etc.

maps 7 maps (color or black and 
white)

Included : digitized Montreal maps and old 
maps. 

architectural and 
technical drawings

3 drawings (color or black
and white)

Included : boat and buildings plans.

Collection : records Objectives and steps
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Creative approach

« The material becomes the 
subject of the work. » 
(Free translation. 
Jean Piché in Pilon, 2005)

In becoming material and the subject, archival records take 
a significant place in creation. They are not at the fringes of 
the statement, but establish a starting point from which 
generates the rest of the work.

Creation

Jean Piché, compositeur

Objectives and steps
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Example of creation
Montreal and the Great War

Records source (institutions) Types and quantity of records

Musée McCord 35 still images (textual records and 
postcards)

Archives de la Ville de Montréal 84 still images (black and white pictures, 
color posters and textual records)

Video Excerpt

Image tirée du vidéo

Objectives and steps
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Dissemination Dissemination

• Archival function of dissemination :
• Importance : on of « the most important purposes of archival 

science  » (Free translation. Couture 1999, p.22)
• Aspects of dissemination : 

• communication (access to records), 
• valorization (cultural and educational activities), 
• exploitation (use of records for different purposes), 
• reference (help the researchers) and
• promotion (of archival fonds and centers as much as archival science) 

(Lemay et Klein, 2012, p.18)

• Archivoscope project : deal with different aspects of 
dissemination : communication, valorization, exploitation, 
promotion, etc.
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Current stakes of the digital: 

Technical difficulties and constraints linked to the 
digitalization of documents

• Quantity 
• Quality
• Formats
• Access to digitalized records

« Many of the challenges that memory institutions face as they 
attempt to adapt to the digital age are rooted in technical issues 
associated with managing digital content, the sheer volume of 
digital information, and the struggle to remain relevant. » (Council 
of Canadian Academies, 2015,  p. xii)

Communication Dissemination
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Records access platforms

• Institutional homepages

• Web 2.0 (Flickr, Youtube, etc.)

Communication
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Dissemination
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Stake : Copyright and open data (1)  
On one hand : « traditional » copyright

• Protection of copyright;

• Limits access to the documents;

• Limits their re-use

On the other hand : open data
• Information sharing;

• Encourages data access

• Encourages their re-use

Communication and exploitation
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14

Copyright and open data (2)  

Right to re-use and modification

• Aim for copyright free documents to have more freedom around possible 
manipulations

Influence on used documents

• Mainly pictures and black and white films

• Dating back more than 50 years

Communication and exploitation
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Exploitation for creative purposes

• Archives and creation = New approach to archival records 
which brings the archivists to consider new uses and users

• Importance « to fully recognize archival records 
exploitation for creative purposes » (Free translation. 
Lemay et Klein, 2012, p.27)

• « The digital environment [...] allows the emergence of new 
types of archival records exploitation that are different from 
their traditional use. » (ibid.)

Dissemination
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• Agreement regarding to copyrights

• General positive response from archivists

• Modification of archival records:

• Debate concerning the coloring of archival films

• Distinguish the evidence value and the aesthetical value

• Distinguish the original from the digitalised copy

Exploitation for creative purposes Dissemination
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Valorization and promotion

The valorization and promotion of archives through 
the creative work is made at different level :

• Distribution channels : blogs, websites, social networks, film 
festivals, conferences, research articles, etc.

• Form of the work: online videos, still images, posters, video 
installations, websites, etc.

• Various environnement and public: institutions and archivists, 
academic and professional world, artistic community

Dissemination
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Channel: social networks

Valorization and promotion Dissemination

S. Côté-Lapointe – Archives and creation : dissemination of a creative project made with archives



19

Channel: professional blogs
Valorization and promotion Dissemination

S. Côté-Lapointe – Archives and creation : dissemination of a creative project made with archives



20

Channel: website

Site du projet : http://simoncotelapointe.com/?page_id=22

Valorization and promotion Dissemination
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Dissemination

Work forms

Video installation in museum

animated GIF

Still images
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Valorization and promotion



22

Dissemination

Work forms
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Valorization and promotion

Archivoscope concept (before/ after)

Extrait de la vidéo 36 variations sur autant d’images

Poster



Conclusion



Future paths for dissemination Conclusion
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Indentified needs

• Facilitate collaboration between archive centers and artists

• Facilitate access and dissemination of archives to the general 
public

• Create links between research, academic, professional and 
artistic communities

Possible solution

• Collaborative platform to pool and share ressources

• Awareness and educative places, debate and dissemination of 
information and archives places, etc.
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QUESTIONS ?
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